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5 Drawing near to God 

 
 
A. Internal spiritual trial: dark nights of the soul 
 Going to the word as a way to avoid prayer is not a good thing. 
 
 The theological truth is that God is always present. 
 
 Why does God sometimes feel absent? 
 
 At some point in this process, everyone reaches a stage where they become a 
beginner.  
 
 Consolation is a sense of the felt presence of God. 
 
 Desolation is a sense of the felt absence of God. 
 
 The felt presence of God is not based on your spiritual maturity. 
 
 Consolation and desolation must be less based on what we are doing and more 
on what God is doing.  
 
 The purpose of desolation is to mirror what is going on in the heart, not to 
encourage and reinforce behaviors, but to expose behaviors.  
 
A. Developmental Spirituality (1 John 2:12-14) 
 
 Three kinds of stages:  
  1. Chidren have been forgiven of sin and they know the father 
  3. Spiritual maturity know God who is from the beginning 
  2. The middle stage is desolation characterized by struggling and 
wrestling with evil. 
 
 1. Beginner: Love of God for pleasure’s sake. 
 
  a. A beginner is someone who makes their faith their own. 
 
  b. Characterized by spiritual pleasure 
 
   1. As a mother gives milk to an infant, God feeds us as spiritual 
babes. 
    a. We are a new creature. 2 Cor. 5:17 
 
    b. God gives the believer the, “bottle of spiritual pleasure.” 
 
    c. God gives spiritual pleasure by means of the same 
psychological structures as in one’s non-Christian days. The only difference is a new 
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object of pleasure. 
 
    d. The soul is moved to spiritual things due to the 
consolation of pleasure that we get from them. 
 
 
 2. Sins of the beginner.  
   
  a. Our spiritual “change” deludes us to think that the self made the 
changes. 
 
  b. Our appetite for pleasure has as its goal to feel good in our spirituality. 
 
   1. Spiritual gluttony 
 
    
   2. Spiritual pride 
 
    spirituality of causality 
    spirituality of ascent 
 
 
   3. Spiritual greed/avarice 
 
 
 3. Dark night of the senses.  
 
  Marriage is built on truth.  
 


